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On September 12, we celebrated our first Mass at 
Holy Cross Mission, followed by a social. Everyone 
was excited to be back and to experience the 
improvements in person. 

With Mass at Holy Cross now on Sunday 
afternoon at 4pm, we hope that the mission can 
be an even better outreach to those on vacation 
at Fripp or the other nearby islands. 

Back at Holy Cross

It is wonderful to 
celebrate Mass again in 
Holy Cross!

The organ was moved to a new music area in the back, 
with space for a cantor and a small choir.

Thank You! 
Thanks to the sacrificial giving of our parish family, we had the 
financial resources to invest in Holy Cross during the shutdown. 
Our maintenance team was able to do most of the work 
themselves, helped by many parishioners. Highlights include: 

Improved Air-Conditioning
Repaired Roof 
New: Gathering Space (“Mission Hall”)
 Ceilings, Insulation, & Lighting
 Sacristy & Vesting Area 
 Confessional 
 Choir Area
 Tabernacle
 Safety Improvements
 Frosted Exterior Windows
 Cushioned Pews & Kneelers

We are so blessed to be able to kneel together before 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

Our new tabernacle, replacing 
the previous one which would 
no longer lock.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
In this newsletter, you will see some of the many 
ways that God has been blessing our parish in 
recent months. One of the biggest blessings has 
been to see more and more of you at Mass. We are 
almost back to our attendance levels prior to the 
pandemic.

For those who are livestreaming, please remember 
that this is meant for those who truly cannot leave 
the house. It does not fulfill one’s obligation of 
Sunday worship. Watching Mass on a screen is like 
trying to join your family for Thanksgiving dinner 
virtually: it is better than nothing, but it cannot 
take the place of Mass in person.

We are created to worship God, with both body 
and soul. When we worship at Mass, we join all 
the angels and saints in heaven as they worship 
around the throne of God. How blessed we are  
to be invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb!  
(Rev 19:9)

If you have been away from Mass for whatever 
reason, I encourage you to come back to the 
wedding feast of the Lamb! We miss you and 
we need you with us. If you have serious health 
concerns about crowds, please come in the 
meantime to one of our daily Masses, where you 
can have an entire section of pews to yourself.  

WEEKEND MASSES  Saint Peter’s: Sat 5pm, Sat 7pm (Spanish)   Sun 9am, Sun 11am   |   Holy Cross: Sun 4pm  
DAILY MASSES     Saint Peter’s: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8:30am   |   Historic Church: Wed Noon

         



We participated in a small 
group last fall, and we 
enjoyed it so much that 
we felt that God might be 
calling the two of us to lead 
one of our own. Last spring, 
we joined ten others in a 
formation group facilitated 
by Nancy, the parish Director 
of Evangelization. Together 
we grew in our experience of 
Scripture and prayer, and we 
gained the confidence and 
tools needed to facilitate a 
small group.

We were a bit nervous at first. In our case, the majority of 
our group already knew each other, so it was easy to set up. 
With Nancy’s guidance, we chose materials that focus on the 
Scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday Mass. We had found 
in our previous group that it makes the readings much more 
meaningful when you are sitting at Mass listening to them.  

Our discussions are very open and free-flowing. It is always 
interesting to listen to each other’s ideas. At times there can be 
so many different thoughts shared from one or two verses, that it 
really helps one see the great richness of Scripture. 

Over the last couple of weeks, our gatherings have brought us 
much closer together. We have grown in our friendship and in 
our sense of Church community, belonging to something bigger 
than ourselves. Small groups are really a great way to grow 
closer to Jesus, and to deepen friendships as well.

Forming Disciples
This fall, Saint Peter’s had 18 small groups being 
hosted in homes throughout our area. God is 
doing a lot of beautiful things in them! Here are 
testimonies from some of our facilitators: 

I was surprised when I first 
heard that Saint Peter’s was 
starting small groups. It was 
always something I had 
admired in other churches, but 
I didn’t think it was something 
Catholics did! 

My next surprise was this 
past spring. After several 
seasons of participation in a 
small group, I was asked to 
be formed as a facilitator. I 
wondered whether I had the 
skills for this responsibility, 
but I said yes!  

The formation was a wonderful experience. I experienced how 
trust and connection gradually forms with the other members of 
the group, and how my own faith began to grow deeper. 

As the fall session drew near, I began to invite people I knew. 
Some live in our neighborhood, and others live elsewhere in 
Beaufort. We have Catholics, both practicing and non-practicing, 
as well as converts to the faith and members of other faith 
communities. 

The parish provided us with a great booklet called Signs and 
Wonders. Each week, we focused on a different miracle in the 
Lord’s ministry, and the questions helped us to connect the 
Gospel to our lives today. With our diversity of backgrounds, we 
learn from each other in a true walk of discipleship. We feel a 
sense of community with each other, and we encourage each 
other on our faith journey.

My final and most wonderful surprise was the growth that 
I experienced as a small group leader. Taking the risk in 
reaching out to people and inviting them to join us, this was 
a new experience in evangelization for me. I have grown in 
my knowledge of Scripture and our beautiful faith, and been 
strengthened on my own walk with Christ.

Jodi Stefanick 
Experience in health 
care industry and state 
government, will help 
us network with other 
resources

Dick Deuel 
Retired mechanical 
engineer, will oversee 
physical plant and 
liaison with parish 
Facilities Committee

Susan Fosberry 
Works with the 
Department of Social 
Services, will oversee 
development of our 
outreach efforts

Dan Mullin 
Retired accountant and 
financial manager, will 
oversee the center’s 
budget and finances

David Gardner 
Owner of several 
businesses, will 
oversee operations and 
executive management

As many of you know, Saint Peter’s is preparing to 
open an outreach center to serve those in need. 
By using gifts and talents of our parishioners, and 
by partnering with other non-profit organizations, 
we will focus on meeting needs in our area that 
are currently not being met by local charities.  

Over the last year, a steering committee has researched the 
needs in our area and the non-profit organizations who might 
be good partners. The committee also took a survey of our 
parishioners, to discover what kind of skills and gifts our parish 
members might be willing to share on behalf of the center.  

We have now taken the next important step, the formation of the 
center’s governing board. The board is made up of five members, 
nominated by parishioners, along with Father Andrew in an 
advisory role. Using the information gathered by the steering 
committee, the board has begun taking the first concrete steps 
towards the opening of the center. Once the center is opened, the 
board will oversee its operation and expansion on behalf of the 
parish. 

As you can see below, the Lord has blessed us 
with a great group of people! The five members 
each bring impressive experience in a different 
area of expertise, including social work, 
government, business, finance, and construction.  

One Person at a Time

Why start an outreach center? 
Jesus is calling us to be his light here in Beaufort, sharing his 
good news through word and action. We are very blessed 
to be financially supporting other organizations through our 
parish tithing, but we are also called to “roll up our sleeves” 
and serve those in need ourselves, one person at a time. 

How would ministry be one person at a time? 
By this we mean that, in most situations, we do not want to 
merely give temporary assistance, such as food or money. 
Instead, we will seek to understand a person’s underlying 
needs and offer to accompany them towards a long-term 
solution.

What is an example? 
If someone asks for assistance with a utility bill, we would 
try to sit down with them and figure out the reason for this 
crisis. If it is because of a lack of a job, a parishioner could 
work with them to write a resume and search for a better 
job. If it is because of a lack of good financial management, 
a parishioner could sit with them and help them develop a 
household budget. 

Where would the center be located? 
We will start in the right wing of the insurance building next 
to Saint Peter’s, which we are currently leasing. Once we 
save enough funds through our Bicentennial Campaign, we 
will purchase the entire building and expand into the rest.

Serving Those in Need

Outreach Center Board

Sharing 
the Faith 
If you follow us on 
Facebook, you may 
have noticed that we 
have started to post 
some great things 
recently! 

We have begun to partner 
with a Catholic company that 
helps parishes improve their 
use of social media, to better 
connect with parishioners and 
the local community. 

A new parishioner, Charlene 
Williams, has kindly agreed to 
oversee our new efforts each 
day. She is excited to help our 
parishioners connect better 
through social media.

Please follow us on Facebook 
and on Instagram, and help us 
by “sharing” or “liking” our 
posts. You can help us spread 
the good word over your 
phone or computer!

If you have ideas for a post, 
such as photos from parish 
events or interesting Catholic 
articles or videos, please email 
them to Charlene at  
share@stpetersbeaufort.org

 @stpetersbeaufort   @stpetersbeaufort

Bill & Claudia Chapman 

Ellen Davis


