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Mortgage 
Paid Off!
In July, the parish received $225,000 as our 
portion of the first six months of the Bicentennial 
Campaign. As promised, we used these first 
funds to retire our remaining mortgage of 
$155,000. Our new church, built in 2005, is now 
completely paid for! Congratulations! Praise 
God! And we thank all of you whose generosity 
has made this possible!

Inside: Our New Catholics!
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Great News Inside!
Inside you will find some good news during these difficult times!

In July, the parish used the first proceeds from the Bicentennial 
Campaign to retire our mortgage of $155,000. Our new church is 
now completely paid for, praise God! 

We thank God for giving us such 
a beautiful church, and all of you 
for your generosity! 



Thanking God for His Blessings
We all need some good news nowadays! 
In this newsletter, we wanted to highlight 
some of the beautiful ways that God has 
been working in our parish. I hope it will 
give you encouragement and additional 
reasons to praise God!

There have been many beautiful blessings, 
such as retiring our church mortgage 
and amazing renovations at Holy Cross 
Mission. Providentially, we had just 
invested in live-streaming equipment 
in the fall, so that we found ourselves 
prepared to connect virtually during this 
crisis. And over sixty of you are helping 
with our phone tree, allowing us to reach 
out personally to each household and give 
encouragement to those who are feeling 
isolated.

Even more exciting are the spiritual 
blessings, such as our small faith groups 
flourishing virtually during the pandemic, 
and the amazing journeys of thirty people 
who received the sacraments at Pentecost. 
How amazing, the spiritual fruitfulness 
that the Lord is bringing about in our 
parish!

Even with face coverings, it has been so 
wonderful to be able to worship together 
again in person. We can’t wait until things 
improve, and all the members of our 
parish family can join us again at Mass!

You are not alone; we are here for you! 
Please let us know any way that we can 
support you.

In Christ,

Forming 
Disciples 
Small Groups Blossom 
During Lockdown

We started Lent with 15 faith groups 
meeting in people’s homes. When the 
lockdown happened a few weeks into 
Lent, most of the groups continued to 
meet virtually over the internet. 

Since people were sharing that the 
small groups were so helpful during 
their isolation, we created a special six-
week Bible study for the Easter season 
on the Acts of the Apostles. 128 people 
gathered virtually in 19 small groups! 

“We had such a good experience in the 
six-week Bible study, the group decided to 
keep it going and start a second Bible study. 
We found it very easy to interact with this 
wonderful group of people. Our discussions 
are relevant to Bible passages and our lives 
now. We have come to admit the we are 
sinners, but also understand more that God 
forgives us and loves us. 

Being new to Beaufort, we have found Saint 
Peter’s to be a very welcoming parish, and 
the small group has provided a chance for 
us to make many new friends.” 
- Tom and Nancy Ziniti

“When I was personally invited to 
participate in a small faith group as part of 
St. Peter’s evangelization efforts, I quickly 
agreed, mainly as a favor to a good friend. 

As I met with this small group of Catholics, 
who were in very different stages of faith 
and practice, I found myself opening my 
mind and heart to the journey of others as 
well as to my own realization that the more 
I participated, the more I wanted to know 
and grow. We became new friends who 
cared about each other’s lives and faith. 

I am developing a more intimate 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and feel 
empowered to spread the Word. I have truly 
begun to grow deeper and wider.” 
- Patricia Lawton

A few weeks ago our children 
had an unusual but very joyful 
First Communion!



Joining Our Family

Meredith 
Godinez- 
Carrillo

I didn’t expect 
to form 
friendships 
with so many 

different people. I didn’t expect to feel 
like the Catholic faith was something 
that was lacking in my life this entire 
time, yet I did!

On these next few 
pages you’ll meet some 

of our new brothers 
and sisters in Christ!

They share their 
experiences in RCIA 
and their journey to 
the Catholic Faith.

We rejoice with  
them and joyfully 

welcome them into 
our parish family!

Earl Parker  

When I first 
started RCIA 
I was a little 
worried that 
I wasn’t 
going to like 

it, or that I would be judged by other 
members of the group. I had a lot 
of thoughts about how the Catholic 
Church was super strict and felt that I 
wouldn’t belong. Father Andrew made 
it clear that Catholicism wasn’t what 
I had always believed it to be. He 
made it easy to learn the differences 
between the churches that I grew 
up going to, but also showed the 
similarities. 

Although I feel like I still have a lot to 
learn, I am confident in my decision. 
Becoming Catholic is an experience 
I’ll never forget, and I’m glad that 
I did. The strictness I feared before 
when only coming as a visitor I now 
realize is tradition and respect, that 
the Catholic Church does things in the 
closest way to God. 

…an experience  
I’ll never forget

Tracey Tims

I literally 
counted 
down the 
days until 
my Baptism. 
Now, I wake 

up every morning and my first thought 
is I am Catholic and I just smile. I am 
Catholic, and God is so good!

Cassandra 
Rosa

Growing up 
Protestant, it 
always felt as 
if something 
was missing. 

By going through RCIA I feel like the 
sessions answered all my questions 
which the Protestant churches 
couldn’t answer. I feel like now God 
is whispering in my heart since I got 
baptized, “I’m with you, I’m there for 
you, you’re my child, I love you.” 



RCIA has been a huge turning 
point in our lives. We come from 
a Protestant background, but 
we had been attending Saint 
Peter’s for several years. 

Every year when RCIA would be 
announced I would tell the family that 
I would call and sign us up. Every year I 
would put it off daily until the class had 
started and then I would say that I would 
try again next year.

As I reflect, I can be honest with myself 
and admit that it wasn’t just the difficulty 

of our schedules; I was afraid of being 
turned away. We had grown to 

love the Church and I was 
terrified that we would 

be told that we weren’t 
eligible to join. We 
weren’t married Catholic 
or baptized Catholic 
so I truly thought we 
might be told that 
becoming Catholic 
wasn’t a possibility. 

Walking into the class I was afraid that 
we were going to take a test and have to 
memorize everything. I was so grateful 
when I realized that Father Andrew was 
teaching on a level that we could all 
understand. No test!! The lessons were 
never dry or boring but always relevant to 
our lives. As a family we would all discuss 
what stood out for us in the meeting 
and it’s interesting that it was always 
something different for each of us. 

We have learned so much and I will never 
be able to truly express my gratitude. It is 
such a comfort to know that my family is 
finally, officially Catholic. I know Father 
Andrew says this isn’t the end but just 
the beginning, and I look forward to the 
journey!

The Mooney Family

Tammy May

I have been on a spiritual journey for 
many, many years. I was convinced 
that the Catholic faith was “Home.” 
And together with Jesus, without any 
doubt, it was time to go home.

Jennifer Mouhalis

The sessions showed me that the 
Catholic Church is here. It’s strong.  
It’s alive. RCIA awakened my heart and 
made me hungry for the Catholic faith.

Kyle and Lisa Farnsworth

Over the last few years, Kyle had 
been returning to his Catholic faith. I 
began coming with him to Mass, but 
since I was raised Baptist, and I had a 
lot a questions. We learned so much 
participating in RCIA together. Our 

individual faith most certainly deepened and we were able to 
grow a “couples’” faith that we now share with one another. 
The sacraments are so close to our hearts and we feel special 
now that we are able to partake in them together.

 …we were able to grow a 
“couples’” faith that we now 

share with one another.

Ashley & Gustavo Lennan  

When we had our first confession, 
we were so nervous! But the 
experience ended up feeling like a 
big weight was off of our shoulders. 
We are so excited to finally be 
married through the Catholic Church 

and to also have all of our sacraments. We loved the funny 
slide shows during class, it was so relatable. 

Emily Pridgen 

As a Protestant, I had so many 
misconceptions about the Catholic faith, 
and the RCIA team answered all of my 
questions with grace and truth that 
powerfully spoke to my heart. Through 
my Baptist upbringing and adult 

formation, I had a deep love and knowledge of Scripture, and 
the more I learned about the Catholic Church, the more I found 
Scripture coming to life in new ways that made so much sense!

We Are Finally Catholic!



Learning the Gift of the Eucharist
When I was young, my mom 
indicated that being baptized 
would be a personal decision 
that I should make as I grew 
older. I have explored many 
spiritual avenues and attended 
many different churches through 
the years in an attempt to find 
a religion that would reflect 
the truth behind Jesus and God, 
but never had I considered 
Catholicism until I read Mathew 
Kelly’s book, Rediscovering 
Catholicism. Happily, this was 
just the start of my journey that 
led me to RCIA. 

I am so blessed with having attended 
RCIA!  Learning the history of the Church 
awakened my heart and opened my 
eyes to the many beautiful teachings 
and meanings behind the practice of 
Catholicism, the most enlightening being 
the receiving of the Eucharist. This is a 
wonderful gift that I did not understand or 
even come to realize until Father Andrew 
taught it. To see Father’s passion and his 
teaching really helped me to further my 
passion and look at the Catholic faith with 
excitement. 

I am so happy to have become Catholic. I 
have found a solid church home that has 
not veered its ways to suit the masses 
but held true to the original teachings 
of Jesus. I am blessed to have met more 
brothers and sisters at RCIA and am now 
able to share and walk alongside them 
in their journey. I embrace and truly 
look forward to this journey in search 
of my personal and closer relationship 
with Christ. I could not ask for any other 
blessing than what I have found in Jesus 
which is in my heart... and my family here 
at St Peter’s Catholic Church. I have finally 
found my spiritual home.

Kim Simpson

Do You Know Someone  
You Can Invite to RCIA? 

Maybe it is your spouse who has been coming to Mass 
with you for a long time. Perhaps it is a friend who has 
been curious about the Catholic faith, or a coworker 
who is spiritually searching.
 
The people whose stories are in these pages, most of them 
participated in RCIA because this time last year one of you 
thought of them and invited  
them to give it a shot. 

Who is God calling you to  
invite to RCIA? Why not  
pull out this insert and  
give it to them as  
an invitation? 

More Details 

•  RCIA is an opportunity to learn about the Catholic 
faith and discern God’s plan for you. There is no 
obligation to become Catholic. It is a time for both 
intellectual and spiritual growth, as well as meeting 
companions on your journey of faith.

•  We will be starting our new RCIA sessions this 
September, meeting on Wednesday evenings. People 
can feel free to come to an evening and check it out. 

•  To participate or to help 
on our team, please reach 
out to our coordinator, Deb 
Gallagher. She would love to 
hear from you and answer  
your questions:  
debgallagher728@gmail.com 
or (404) 667-9190.



Asia Pastor

I am a 
Marine, and 
I realized 
the Catholic 
faith was very 
similar to the 

Marine Corps, in that you can’t pick 
and choose what you decide to follow. 
If you are a part of that “family” you 
stand for everything it believes.  

When I joined RCIA, I was surprised to 
find that the Catholic Church was not 
pushy in requiring RCIA participants to 
become Catholic. This also reminded 
me of the Marine Corps. The parish 
only wants participants to become 
Catholic if it’s something that they 
really believe and are excited about. 

…reminded me of  
the Marine Corps.

Olivia 
Hawkins

Father 
Andrew made 
everyone 
welcomed 
and made 

everyone feel included. There was 
no judgment in anything he said or 
answered. I felt very comfortable 
asking questions I had been 
questioning my entire life. Father made 
every single topic relatable to life 
today.  

With his sense of humor and his own 
personality the entire class was able 
to laugh in a peaceful religious setting 
while learning about the love of Christ. 

…I had been  
questioning 

my entire life.

Josh Dickens

I received 
Jesus into my 
life and I want 
more. I have 
opened a new 
chapter, a new 

life. Every day I wake up and pray in 
thanks for the journey I am on, and the 
gifts I have been given. I pray for the 
people around me and I pray for more 
guidance as life continues. I am truly 
content with life and wherever it leads 
me, as my search is finally done.

Michael 
Merrow

I have never 
been one 
to go to 
Church. I feel 
now like I 

have been reborn, and that I have a 
new lease on life. To be baptized and 
now be Catholic, it is one of the best 
experiences I’ve ever had in my life so 
far. It is great to be part of the Catholic 
family and the Saint Peter’s family. 



Sharing the Faith
We have continued as a parish to share 
our beautiful faith in the community:

•  Open for Prayer: Ever since the shutdown, we have also 
worked hard to keep Saint Peter’s church open for private 
prayer throughout the day (9am to 6pm). During the shutdown, 
each hour was overseen by a staff member; now parishioners 
are signing up to cover each hour. With evangelization funds, 
we put signs on the sidewalk encouraging people to come in 
and pray.

•  Faith Messages Are Building: For the past two years, we 
have been publishing faith messages in the local newspapers 
and online. Each series builds upon the previous one. Now that 
we have shared why we believe in God and in Jesus, we are 
finally exploring why we believe that the Catholic Church is the 
church Jesus started. It is exciting, because we will soon begin 
addressing a lot of the typical questions Catholics are asked, 
such as those about Mary or the Eucharist. God willing, the 
messages will help a lot of fallen-away Catholics come back to 
the faith, and hopefully some of our non-Catholic brothers and 
sisters will want to learn more! 

•  Father Rodolfo Radio Hour: With the Catholic radio station 
in Columbia needing additional Spanish programming during 
the shutdown, Father Rodolfo began leading hour-long 
programs several times a week. Originally he was speaking 
over the phone, but we used some of our evangelization tithe 
funds to invest in more professional recording equipment. He 
can now broadcast in audio and video, and be followed by 
thousands across the internet!

 

Serving the Poor
Helping Locally

During the pandemic, we have been 
financially supporting the local Beaufort 
help line (843-524-HELP), which assists 
with emergency needs such as utilities. 
We have also been supporting the St. 
Francis Center, who have been helping 
so many with food during this time, and 
a number of other local organizations 
through our tithing funds. 

Planning our  
Outreach Center 

The Service Committee has formed 
a special steering committee to 
begin laying the foundation for our 
outreach center. They are beginning 
an assessment of the needs in 
our community that are not being 
adequately met, and will be researching 
organizations with whom we can 
partner to best serve those unmet 
needs. They are also laying the 
groundwork for a governance board 
of parishioners who will run the center 
once it opens. 

Many of you have asked, 
“What’s the status on our 
purchase of the building  
next door?”

We have been working hard 
throughout the spring and summer 
to finalize the deal, and we are 
now in the final stages. We hope 
to have a happy announcement 
very soon!

Saint Peter’s new Catholic celebrity!



During the shutdown, our staff members Rob and Brian 
made good use of their time by renovating Holy Cross 
Mission. They combined three small spaces into one 
large narthex, giving us a place to socialize after Mass 
and have pot-lucks once we get back to normal. There 
is also a nice, new confessional near the entrance.

In the sanctuary itself, we have replaced all of the 
ceiling tiles, added new insulation, and installed new 
lighting. The chairs are all removed because we have 
been able to order refurbished pews, which will arrive 
in September! We are grateful to two families who 
generously donated the $23,000 needed for the pews. 

Renovations to Holy Cross
Improving Facilities

Deacon Beeler takes the first swing at demolition.

A look with the walls down after demolition.

Hardly recognizable as the same place!


